
When making decisions about which investments are right for you in order to meet your financial goals, 
keep in mind that all investments involve risk. Seeking higher returns will typically mean assuming 
more risk, while investments with reduced risks also generally mean a lower potential return.  
Your decisions should take into consideration how comfortable you are with risk and how long you will 
allow your investments to grow before their expected use (referred to as your “Time Horizon”).  
The following worksheet can help to determine your personal Risk Profile.

Determining your Risk Score

How comfortable are you with risks to your investments?  Check the box next to the answer that most closely reflects your 
personal approach and note the points associated with it.  A higher score may suggest that you are more comfortable with 
investment risk.  Add the total points for the answers to the following four questions to arrive at your Risk Score.

RISK PROFILE QUESTIONNAIRE
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Signature Securities Group Corporation (“SSG”), Member FINRA/SIPC, is a registered broker dealer, an SEC registered investment adviser, and licensed insurance agency. 
SSG is a wholly owned non-bank subsidiary of Signature Bank. 

Securities and Investment products:  
ARE NOT INSURED BY THE FDIC OR ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY • HAVE NO BANK GUARANTEE • MAY LOSE VALUE

Neither Signature Securities Group nor its employees or agents provide tax or legal advice. You must consult your tax and legal advisors regarding your personal 
circumstances. No information contained herein should be considered a recommendation or solicitation to invest in a particular security or type of security.

Signature Bank and SSG comply with Section 326 of the USA PATRIOT Act. 
This law mandates that we verify certain information about you while processing your account application.

1.  Which of the following statements most accurately describes your expected ability to accept risks to your investments? 

a. I am only comfortable with a very small decline in my investment value and understand that this may 
    mean my returns will be lower. 

b. I am comfortable with the possibility of experiencing losses from time to time as long as my investments 
    are sound and expected to grow over time.

c. I would like to experience higher gains over time and understand that this can also cause me to experience 
    substantial short term losses along the way.

2.  With regard to inflation, how important is it for your investment performance to keep up with or outperform the 
     increases to costs of living over time?

a. I prefer my investments to be safe with less focus on keeping up with costs of living.

b. Keeping pace with inflation is a priority for my investment goals and I am comfortable with short term 
    losses from time to time to achieve this. My investments should grow at about the same rate as costs 
    of living over time. 

c. It is a priority that my investments grow faster than the costs of living over time. I understand that 
    this may increase the potential for substantial losses.

1 point

1 point

5 points

5 points

9 points

9 points



3. For an account that has a starting balance of $10,000 what is the largest amount of loss that you would be able to accept
    in any single year? The value of your investments will fluctuate over time.

a.  Less than $500  

b.  $1,000 

c.  $1,500 

d.  $2.500  

e.  More than $2,500 

4. Assuming your account has a starting balance of $20,000 which of the following scenarios would you be most comfortable 
    with? The following hypothetical examples illustrate potential changes in your portfolio’s value over time.* 

Portfolio
Greatest 

annual gain
Greatest 

annual loss
Average annual 
change in value

a. +$2,250 $0 +$1000

b. +$3,500 -$1000 +$1,500

c. +$5,500 -$3,750 +$2,000

d. +$6,750 -$6,000 +$2,500

e. +$11,500 -$8,000 +$3,500

*These hypothetical gain/loss results are for illustrative purposes intended only for this exercise and are not meant to represent the past or 
future performance of any actual investment vehicle. It is possible to incur greater investment losses than indicated in these examples.

1 point

1 point

3 points

3 points

5 points

5 points

7 points

7 points

9 points

9 points

5. Total Risk Score for questions 1 through 4:

Risk tolerance scores are general in nature and should not be considered investment advice. Individual risk factors and investment 
experiences may vary more than illustrated in this representation. 

Combine your Time Horizon with your Risk Score

Find the row that represents the expected number of years until retirement on the left. Move across to the column that contains 
the range which includes your total from the questions above. The resulting box contains your estimated Risk Profile.

Years until 
retirement Score 4-10 Score 11-16 Score 17-23 Score 24-29 Score 30-36

0 Conservative Moderately Conservative Moderately Conservative Moderate Moderate

1-5 Moderately Conservative Moderately Conservative Moderate Moderate Moderately Aggressive

6-10 Moderately Conservative Moderate Moderate Moderately Aggressive Moderately Aggressive

11-20 Moderately Conservative Moderate Moderate Moderately Aggressive Aggressive

21+ Moderate Moderate Moderately Aggressive Aggressive Aggressive
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Signature Securities     1177 Avenue of the Americas, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10036

Risk Profiles Explained

 � Conservative:
This strategy will have limited growth potential, instead focusing on maintaining present value over time.

 � Moderately Conservative:
This strategy will assume a small amount of risk in order to have the potential for low-to-moderate gain. There is a focus on 
preserving the investment.

 � Moderate:
This strategy aims to balance the objectives of current income and growth. There is chance of loss that must be understood 
and accepted.

 � Moderately Aggressive:
This strategy will aim to build assets over time with less focus on current income. There is a higher chance of loss that must 
be understood and accepted.

 � Aggressive:
This strategy will seek to achieve above-average growth over time. There is also the potential for substancial investment 
losses which must be understood and accepted.

The Risk Profile Questionnaire is intended to be used as a general guide to help you assess your personal appetite for risk and is 
not intended to be considered advice or an offer to sell or buy any specific products or services.
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